
CHINLEY, BUXWORTH & BROWNSIDE PARISH COUNCIL 

TREE SURVEY – AUTUMN 2016 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 This survey is the first annual update following the initial tree survey 

carried out in August 2015 and reported to the Council in September 

2015. 

 It was carried out by Councillor Patrick Wilson, accompanied and 

advised by qualified local tree surgeons Mark Appleby and Andy 

Thompson, on 21st September 2016. 

 As with the original 2015 survey a risk assessment concluded that a 

visual survey was sufficient, reasonable and proportionate. It focussed 

on potential hazards from trees and risks to public safety, rather than 

aesthetic improvements, in those areas most frequently visited by the 

public and at the boundaries with adjoining properties. 

 The survey covered the following four sites for which the Parish 

Council has responsibility: 

o Squirrel Green, Chinley (Map 1) 

o Playing Fields, Chinley (Map 2) 

o Chinley (Stubbins) Park (Map 3) 

o Buxworth Park (Map 4) 

2. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

 The survey concluded that the vast majority of remedial tree works 

recommended last year had been carried out. For various reasons a 

few trees had not yet been dealt with. These should be addressed in 

the coming months. Deterioration in a few trees since last year was 

noted and, where appropriate, these have been identified for work this 

year.  

 The general health of our tree stock remains good and there are no 

works that need to be carried out as a matter of urgency. 

 Of the non-tree works identified last year, erection of fencing for public 

safety at the old quarry in Chinley (Stubbins) Park and by the culvert in 

Buxworth Park remains outstanding. 

 There were two instances where neighbouring landowners had 

specifically raised concerns about trees adjoining their boundaries. 

These were also looked at in the survey. 

 



3. SQUIRREL GREEN (MAP 1) 

 Most of the works recommended last year have been carried out. 

However, horse chestnut tree (B) on the eastern boundary, still needs 

some dead wood taking out and some lower branches removing. There 

is evidence of a rope swing having cut through the bark of one of the 

lower branches, which may have weakened it further. 

 Ash tree (F), on adjoining Church land to the east and overhanging 

Squirrel Green, contains some dead branches. As recommended last 

year, the owners should be contacted with a view to agreeing with 

them steps to remove the dead wood. 

 Cherry tree (G) is showing some signs of recovery since last year but 

would benefit from some cutting back to improve its health. 

 The owner of 1 Princes Road has contacted the Council about a holly 

tree (H) overhanging his property and interfering with his phone line. 

The phone line also runs through some other trees on the south side of 

Squirrel Green. Minor works to cut back or remove some small 

branches within these trees may alleviate the problem. 

4. CHINLEY PLAYING FIELDS (MAP 2) 

 Most of the work recommended last year has been carried out.  

 However, the large horse chestnut tree (C) on land adjoining the 

playing fields to the west (belonging to Whitehall) is still of concern. It is 

dying back, with dead and dying branches overhanging the skate 

board/cycle facility. As recommended last year it should be felled or 

significantly reduced in height. The adjoining horse chestnut tree (H) 

also needs attention. The large limb overhanging the skate park should 

be removed. The owner should be contacted again and asked to 

address the issue. 

 Last year the Borough Council (Monica Gillespie) stated in respect of 

Tree C, “the removal of dead branches does not require further 

notification but if the owner wishes to undertake more extensive 

pruning or wishes to consider removal they should contact me and/or 

make a formal written notification.” 

 The wooded area to the south of the football pitches shows signs of 

greater public access than it had last year, including a children’s ‘den’. 

Most trees are in reasonably good condition and are not of any great 

concern. 

 The owner of ‘Clare Lees’ has contacted the Council with concerns 

about the condition of a large ash tree (I) adjoining his property in the 

south-east corner of the wood. This tree is in quite poor condition with 

shallow roots, with some dead/dying branches and areas of decay 

evident. It would benefit from some reduction in height and weight 



through the removal of some large limbs. The extent of works should 

be agreed with the adjoining landowner. 

5. CHINLEY (STUBBINS) PARK (MAP 3) 

 The majority of the work carried out last year has been carried out and 

the general health of the trees remains good. However, there are 

several large trees, particularly sycamores in the north part of the park, 

which are in danger of being choked by ivy. Ideally, the ivy needs 

severing at around head height to allow for healthier tree growth. 

 At the southern end of the park are a mountain ash (H) and a beech (I) 

tree that need some dead wood cutting out. A small dead hawthorn (J) 

nearby that should be removed. 

 A large beech tree (K) on neighbouring land to the west needs a dead 

bough taking off, since this overhangs the park close to the gate that 

provides access to the wildlife pond. The owner should be contacted to 

with a view to agreeing steps to remove this bough. 

 Near the north end of the park, on the east side of the footpath, a large 

sycamore (L) needs one large limb taking down. This tree has 

previously been drawn to our attention and a quote sought for the work. 

On the west side of the footpath there is a small group of three 

sycamores (Area M) with evidence of dead or dying branches that 

should be cut out as they could fall towards the path. 

 In the area between the pine wood and the birch wood, near to where 

the flight of steps has been put in, there is a horse chestnut tree (N), 

which some dead braches at head height that need attention. 

 Within the pine wood there is a scots pine (O) whose top has blown 

out. The remains of the tree is dead and should be removed. 

 As recommended last year, a fence should be erected alongside the 

path to the interpretation board to reduce the risk of people falling or 

slipping down into the old quarry. 

6. BUXWORTH PARK (MAP 4) 

 Most of the work recommended last year has been carried out. 

 Ash trees (A) and (B) near to the newly constructed car park would 

benefit from some lower branches being removed to reduce their 

weight. Tree B shows signs of damage, with one branch having 

recently snapped off. Some remedial work will help ensure its 

continued life. 

 Sycamore tree (I), next to ash tree A, has a large hole at the bottom 

and leans significantly but it has been like this for many years. It is 



currently quite well sheltered by the two ash trees but its condition 

should continue to be monitored. 

 The two ash trees were required to be protected as part of the planning 

permission for the car park, despite the fact that concerns were 

specifically raised about them in last year’s initial survey. The Borough 

Council should be contacted with a view to agreeing remedial works. 

 There are two willow trees to the north-west of the track that runs down 

to the children’s play area. Both would benefit for dead wood being 

removed since there is evidence of children playing in this area. 

 To the north side of the children’s play area are two small oak trees (L 

and M) whose lower branches hang below head height. They should 

be removed for safety reasons, as should those lower branches of 

cherry tree (N) at the foot of the bank to the west of the play area. 

 Elm tree (H) has Dutch elm disease and was recommended for 

removal last year to discourage children from climbing it. This tree was 

subsequently left because of the presence of a woodpecker. At an 

appropriate time this tree should still be removed. 

 Last year it was recommended that safety fencing be erected alongside 

the well-worn path over the top of the culverted watercourse in the 

centre of the Park. There is a significant drop immediately at the edge 

of the path. Fencing still needs to be erected to reduce the risk of falls 

or slips into the water below. 

7. RECOMMENDATIONS 

1) That the tree works identified in the report be undertaken by a qualified 

local tree surgeon. 

2) That records continue to be kept of all tree work undertaken.  

3) That the appropriate landowners be contacted to discuss the concerns 

highlighted in respect of trees on adjoining land.  

4) That permission be sought from the Borough Council to carry out works 

on the trees that lie within the conservation area (at Squirrel Green and 

Chinley Playing Fields) and the two large ash trees at Buxworth Park 

that were retained within the allotments car park development. 

6) That fencing or similar measures to protect the public be erected at the 

old quarry site in Chinley (Stubbins) Park and the culvert in Buxworth 

Park, as recommended last year. 

7) That a further follow-up visual tree survey be carried out next autumn. 

 

 

Patrick Wilson, October 2016 


