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1. INTRODUCTION 

 I am an Area Forester with the Forestry Commission and for the past 

27 years I have been based at Cannock Chase. My responsibilities 

include annual surveys of all trees adjacent to highways, main paths 

and tracks within the woodlands. I have been trained by the Forestry 

Commission and by external trainers in what to look for in identifying 

disease, damage, potential breakouts and general condition of trees. 

My training in Tree Safety Management was in 2003 and 2014 and 

Tree Survey and Inspection in 2007. 

 At the request of the Parish Council I carried out a survey of trees on 

Parish Council land on 17th August 2015, accompanied by the Parish 

Council Chairman. 

 I have also provided the Parish Council with a Practice Guide to enable 

it to carry out future tree surveys itself. 

2. PURPOSE OF SURVEY 

 The purpose of the survey was to establish a baseline position of the 

general state of the trees and woodlands; an understanding of any tree 

work required to be undertaken in the interests of public safety; and a 

record against which periodic checks can be carried out in the future. In 

this way the Parish Council can demonstrate it is proactively managing 

its tree stock, as advised by its insurers.  

 The survey covered the following four sites for which the Parish 

Council has responsibility: 

o Squirrel Green, Chinley (Map 1) 

o Playing Fields, Chinley (Map 2) 

o Chinley (Stubbins) Park (Map 3) 

o Buxworth Park (Map 4) 

 I undertook a risk assessment of the four sites and concluded that a 

visual survey would be sufficient, reasonable and proportionate. This is 

because none of the sites is highly used by the public and the chances 

of someone being in the vicinity at the time of a branch falling off (e.g. 

during very strong winds) is slim. Whilst they are important spaces 

locally they do not attract significant numbers of residents or visitors. 

Few people are likely to be in or near the treed areas of the sites at any 

one time, especially during severe weather. 

 The focus of the survey was on hazards from trees and risks to public 

safety rather than on aesthetic improvements to the tree stock.  

 The survey focused on the areas most frequently visited by the public. 

This is where public footpaths, well-worn desire lines and other areas 



where public access is encouraged pass through or near to treed 

areas; where children regularly play; and where cars are parked. 

3. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

 The trees on the Parish Council land are generally healthy and in good 

condition. No immediate works are required as a matter of urgency. 

 A number of trees, of various sizes and species, require some remedial 

work, particularly to take out dead wood, to remove lower branches or 

to trim back vegetation in areas overhanging public areas.  None poses 

an immediate public safety risk.  

 Whilst dead wood is evident in several trees on the perimeter of Parish 

Council and within wooded areas land, it does not pose any significant 

public safety risk because either the trees are in areas generally not 

accessed by the public or the dead wood would simply fall onto other 

trees in the vicinity.  

 One tree on adjoining land, overhanging Squirrel Green, is in need of 

remedial works and another one on adjoining land overhanging the 

skate park/cycle facility at the Playing Fields requires felling or a 

significant reduction in height. 

 Three instances of non-tree public safety issues were identified, where 

there is a need for fencing or other safety measures to protect the 

public from falling or slipping down significant drops or steep slopes. 

 The approximate locations of the trees identified for remedial works or 

monitoring within the report are marked on the accompanying maps. 

 I have made a number of recommendations to the Parish Council. 

Provided my recommendations are followed the Council will be able to 

demonstrate it has taken reasonable steps and is following sound and 

proactive tree management of its land. 

 I also advise that, if any of the trees in question are in a conservation 

area or subject to a tree preservation order, the Council should contact 

the local planning authority to seek permission to carry out the works. 

4. SQUIRREL GREEN, CHINLEY (MAP 1) 

 The majority of trees are healthy and are of no public safety concern. 

 Some dead wood is evident in one ash tree (A) and one horse chestnut 

tree (B) on the eastern boundary, two ash trees (C &  D) in the north-

east corner and a holly tree (E) on the northern perimeter of Squirrel 

Green. Although not urgent all would benefit from the dead wood being 

removed. 

 There is also an ash tree (F) on immediately adjoining land to the east, 

overhanging Squirrel Green, with some dead branches evident. The 



owners should be contacted with a view to agreeing with them steps to 

remove the dead wood. 

 The cherry tree (G) at the south-east corner shows some cankerous 

growths but is not of any immediate concern. 

5. PLAYING FIELDS, CHINLEY (MAP 2) 

 The majority of trees are healthy and are of no public safety concern. 

 A horse chestnut tree (A) on the bank below the car park, near to the 

community centre, shows signs of damage to some of the lower, large 

branches and contains some dead wood but seems to be recovering 

well. A small low branch which has broken off and has a jagged edge 

should be removed. This tree should be monitored.  A nearby maple 

tree (B) on the bank, which looks as if it is climbed by children, has 

some dead wood in it and a ‘spiked’ branch which should be removed. 

 On the western perimeter of the site the hawthorn hedge alongside the 

cycle ramps needs to be cut back to make it safer for the cyclists. 

 A large horse chestnut tree (C) on land adjoining the playing fields to 

the west (belonging to Whitehall) is dying back, with dead and dying 

branches overhanging the skate board/cycle facility. It should be felled 

or significantly reduced in height. The owner should be contacted and 

made aware of the potential risk to public safety. 

 The southern part of the site, south of the football pitches, contains a 

wooded area. It is partially fenced. Public access is not encouraged in 

this area although there is some evidence of use for dog walking and 

no doubt it is accessed occasionally to collect stray footballs. Some 

trees in this area contain quite a lot of dead wood but are not 

considered a high public safety risk. One sycamore tree (D) on the 

edge of the wood shows signs of significant squirrel damage and this 

should be monitored. 

 In the north east part of the site a large ash tree (E) overhanging the 

equipment shed and public access to the garage court contains dead 

wood. Removal of the lower branches is required. 

 An ash tree (F) overhanging the south-east corner of the hardcourt play 

area and the street light would also benefit from removal of some lower 

branches. 

 The cherry tree (G) overhanging the footpath to the children’s play 

area, at the rear of the Conservative Club, will need to be cut back in 

due course. 

6. CHINLEY (STUBBINS) PARK (MAP 3) 

 The majority of trees are healthy and are of no public safety concern. 



 There are two public footpaths through the site. One runs through the 

middle of the hay meadow and is largely unaffected by trees. The other 

runs through or close to the wooded areas of the Park. There are also 

several other paths through the wooded areas where people are 

encouraged to walk, read noticeboards and identify wildlife features.  

 There is a large sycamore (A) overhanging the steps up from the 

allotments into the Park that requires some dead wood removing. 

Within the row of sycamore trees bordering the east side of the public 

footpath (area B), several need some lower dead or dying overhanging 

branches removing, as do those near the centre of the site (Area C) 

close to the main interpretation board for the hay meadow. 

 The pine wood is generally in good condition. There is one quite large 

dead pine tree; however, is not in a very accessible position and is of 

no immediate concern. Two very small dead pine trees alongside the 

path could be removed (D & E). 

 The small meadow and birch wood are generally in good condition. 

 The tennis court wood includes one sycamore tree (F) close to the path 

that needs attention. In addition, a picnic table and bench has been 

sited under a sycamore tree (G) showing signs of decay and dead 

wood. This seat should either be moved to the other side of the path or 

the lower branches of the tree should be removed. 

 Trees along the northern and western perimeters are in good condition. 

 The old quarry in the south west corner of the site poses a potential 

public safety risk. An interpretation board placed on its northern edge 

encourages public access along the top of the sloping quarry face. It is 

recommended that a fence be erected alongside the path to reduce the 

risk of people falling or slipping down into the old quarry. 

 Near to where a path to the old quarry joins the main footpath are a 

multi-stemmed rowan tree (H) and a beech tree (I), both of which 

require some remedial work to remove dead wood. 

7. BUXWORTH PARK (MAP 4) 

 The majority of trees are healthy and of no public safety concern. 

 Most of the trees in the open park area are self-seeded specimens, 

mainly hawthorn, and pose no public safety risk. 

 Some lower branches of the large ash tree (A) overhanging the track at 

the southern end of the new car park site need to be removed.  

 The large, free-standing ash tree (B) to the east of the new car park 

site shows signs of decay but seems to have recovered well. This tree 

should be monitored. 



 Some remedial works alongside the path from the car park area down 

to the children’s play area would be desirable, including cutting off the 

willow tree at the rotting stump (C); removal of dead branches from a 

red oak tree (D); removal of a small dead tree (E); and trimming back 

overhanging hawthorn tree branches. 

 The ash tree (F) by the pedestrian access to the land near the 

Memorial Club and would benefit from removal of dead wood. 

 A prunus tree (G) overhanging the path up from the play area at the 

back entrance to the school requires some dead wood to be taken out. 

 A dead elm tree (H) near to the river back, south of the allotments site, 

should be felled to discourage children from climbing it. 

 Two areas of public safety concern were identified during the survey, 

one relating to the stream crossed by the public footpath at the eastern 

end of the site and the other to the well-worn path over the top of the 

culverted watercourse in the centre of the Park. In both cases there are 

significant drops, of several feet, immediately at the edge of the path. It 

is recommended that fencing be erected to reduce the risk of falls or 

slips into the water below. 

8. RECOMMENDATIONS 

1) That a phased schedule of remedial works to be undertaken be agreed 

with a qualified local tree surgeon, having regard to the survey findings. 

2) That records be kept of all tree work undertaken.  

3) That the relevant landowners be contacted to discuss the concerns 

highlighted in respect of the trees on adjoining land.  

4) That the Parish Council contact the local planning authority to seek 

permission to carry out works on trees that lie within a conservation area 

or are subject to a tree preservation order 

5) That, within the wooded areas, the removed branches and other dead 

wood be left on the ground, away from the path, to rot naturally over time 

in order to support wildlife in the area. 

6) That the Parish Council consider the need for fencing or similar measures 

to protect the public at the locations identified in the survey at the old 

quarry site in Chinley (Stubbins) Park and the watercourses in 

Buxworth.Park. 

7) That the Parish Council carry out follow-up visual tree surveys annually, 

and after exceptionally severe weather, and keep a record of the findings. 

 


