
Chinley & Buxworth Community Centre – Invitation to Tender for Architects 

1. Introduction 

 Chinley, Buxworth & Brownside Community Association, working closely 

with Chinley, Buxworth & Brownside Parish Council and other local 

groups, are seeking to appoint a qualified architect to prepare fully costed 

plans for a new community centre (to replace the existing outdated 

wooden building) at Lower Lane, Chinley and to determine the optimum 

layout of the associated public recreation and car parking areas. 

2. Background 

 This invitation to tender follows an extensive public consultation regarding 

community and leisure activity in the parish, likely future demands and the 

quality of existing community buildings and spaces. The ‘Community 

Vision’ report is appended for information. 

 Significant feedback was received on the existing community centre, as 

well as the whole of the Lower Lane site where the community centre is 

situated.  

 The site is in the ownership of the Parish Council (the access road is in 

shared ownership but with rights of access) but the community centre is 

leased to Derbyshire County Council (DCC). Negotiations are in hand with 

DCC to surrender the lease. 

 The existing building is believed to have been erected in the 1970s. It is of 

wooden construction, in poor condition and well past its sell by date. Whilst 

the Community Association and Parish Council are assessing the costs of 

a full refurbishment their preference is for a new build. In either case 

significant funds from a range of funding sources will need to be raised to 

enable community activities to continue. 

 The address of the community centre is 21 Lower Lane, Chinley, High 

Peak, Derbyshire, SK23 6BE. 

 A plan of the Lower Lane site is appended. 

 The site lies within the Chinley & Whitehough Conservation Area. 

3. Requirements 

i) Community Centre 

We are seeking a well-designed new stone or brick building, 

appropriate to the conservation area, which will be capable of housing 

the following facilities as a minimum: 

o A main hall and stage for a wide range of community and 

cultural activities (including fitness activities, coffee mornings, 

book swap & drop, youth club, Rainbow, Brownies, children’s 



activities, dancing, music events etc.) and of sufficient height for 

badminton to be played 

o At least one smaller room/meeting room 

o Parish Council office 

o Male & female changing rooms for football and other sports 

o Toilets 

o Kitchen  

o Equipment storage areas 

ii) Surrounding areas 

o We are seeking a design for the optimum layout of the areas 

surrounding the community centre, which comprise: a playing 

field with two football pitches; a hardstanding area (for netball, 

tennis, 5-a side football etc.); a children’s play area; a 

skateboard/cycle park; and car parking.  

o In particular, we wish to explore if the car parking area can be 

extended to provide more spaces and the children’s play area 

re-designed within the site constraints. 

iii) Community consultation 

o The Parish Council proposes to apply for a Community Right to 

Build Order for the community centre which, if approved, will 

mean that planning permission is automatically granted. 

o The plans therefore need to be fully costed and designed to 

enable both community consultation and the submission of 

Community Right to Build Order. This means that the plans will 

need to be drawn to full planning application standard. 

o The successful architect will be expected to have a key role in 

the community consultation by preparing consultation material, 

explaining the design proposals and making amendments, 

where appropriate. This is likely to involve attending an 

exhibition and possibly a public meeting. 

iv) Contract details 

 The contract will be with Chinley, Buxworth & Brownside Community 

Association, who will manage it on a day to day basis, but close 

working with the project group (which includes representatives of the 

Parish Council and other groups) will also be required. 

 The successful architect will be expected to liaise with the local 

planning authority (High Peak Borough Council) and other appropriate 

and statutory bodies. 



 The term of the contract for the design of the community centre and 

surrounding areas will be for a maximum period of 2 months, following 

which community consultation will be carried out. 

v) Fee 

 Please give a full breakdown of the costs associated with each element 

of the work, being: 

o Drawing up plans for a new community centre building 

o Drawing up plans for any changes to the surrounding recreation 

and parking areas 

o Community consultation. 

vi) Submission 

 Response to this tender should include: 

o Your proposed approach to the assignment 

o Your quote for the work 

o CV’s of the key personnel who will work on the project, 

summarising how they have the required skills, technical 

expertise, qualifications and experience to deliver the work to a 

high standard on time and on budget 

o Examples of similar work 

o References. 

vii) Assessment 

 Tenders will be assessed against the following: 

o Your ideas for the building and site 

o Relevant experience & expertise 

o Value for money 

o Availability 

o Track record 

viii) Timetable 

 This tender document has been issued on …………. 

 Tender submissions should be submitted by………on……….via email 

to chair@chinleyca.org.uk 

 Interviews will take place on……….and the successful architect will be 

required to start work as soon as possible after………….. 

mailto:chair@chinleyca.org.uk

